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England, we find " men skylfuU in making of salt." One of the ear- 
liest orders before the transfer of the charter relates to this subject. 
At a meeting of the Governor and Company in March, 1628-29, the 
record recites : " Towching making of salt, it was conseaued ffytt that 
coinoddetty should bee reserued for the generall stocks benefitt ; yeet 
w"" this guiso, that aiiey planter or brother of the Comp should haue as 
much as he might aney way haue occasyon to make vsse of, at as cheape 
rate as themselues could make it ; guided if the Comp bee not suffi- 
ciently guided for themselffs, then pticuler men have liberty to make 
for there owne expence & vsse any way, but not to transporte nor sell." 
It has not been my purpose, in this communication, to trace the his- 
tory of the manufacture through the Colonial period, nor to point out 
the sources from which a supply was derived before the Revolution ; 
but simply to show how great was the scarcity of salt at the outbreak 
of hostilities, and how various and widespread were the efforts of the 
popular leaders to procure an adequate and regular supply. Their 
legislative enactments for this purpose were only less numerous than 
their resolves for encouraging the manufacture of gunpowder. 



JANUARY MEETING, 1877. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 11th instant, 
at 11 o'clock A.M..; the President in the chair. 

The record of the preceding meeting was read and ap- 
proved. 

The Librarian read his monthly list of donors. He also 
read a letter from Mr. S. F. Haven, librarian of the Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society, acknowledging the notice of this 
Society's vote to transfer to the library of that Society the 
Diary of the Rev. Mr. Hall, of Sutton ; and saying that he 
should now place the volumes in the Antiquarian Society's 
library. 

These volumes had already (24th July) been lent to Mr. 
Haven, and were in his keeping. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of acceptance 
from Professor WUliam Stubbs, of Oxford, elected an Hono- 
rary Member. 

The President read a letter from Colonel Joseph L. Chester, 
of London, in which he said he had discovered the long- 
sought-for record of the baptism of Major Andr^. " He was 
born on the 2d of May, 1750, and baptized on the 16th of the 
same month, at the old French church in the parish of St. 
Martin Orgar, in the city of London, as Jean, son of Antoine 
and Marie Louise Andr^." 
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In a later letter, Colonel Chester said that the Society, 
through his intervention, had been presented with a very- 
sumptuous volume, by Peter Alfred Taylor, Esq., M.P. ; being 
a recently printed history of his family, prepared at a great 
expense, and being also the only copy which will be sent to 
the United States. The book is in Mr. Chester's hands, sub- 
ject to the order of the Society. 

The President read a letter from the Hon. Hiland Hall, 
of North Bennington, Vt., dated 25 Dec, 1876, inquiring if 
the original instructions from General Burgoyne to Colonel 
Baum, issued just before the battle of Bennington, were in 
this Society's archives. 

He read a letter from our associate Mr. R. B. Forbes, 
offering for the Society's Cabinet a model of the steamer 
" Midas," full rigged, in a case with glass front ; being the 
first American steamer to pass the Cape of Good Hope. 

The Society gratefully accepted this gift for its Cabinet. 

John T. Morse, Jr., Esq., was elected a Resident Member. 

The President announced the decease of a Corresponding 
Member, William Vincent Wells, author of the Life of his 
ancestor, Samuel Adams, who died in San Francisco, Cal., 
several weeks ago. Born in Boston and educated at our 
public schools, he lived a somewhat adventurous life. He is 
said to have been wrecked not less than four times while in 
the merchant service, and afterwards to have built and com- 
manded the first steamboat on the coast of California. He 
was Consul-Gen eral at Honduras, and published a volume of 
" Explorations and Adventures in Honduras." He had owned 
and edited several newspapers in San Francisco. He was 
born Jan. 2, 1826, and was fifty years of age at his death. 

Two volumes of Collections, consisting of " Belknap Pa- 
pers," being Vols. II. and III. of the Fifth Series, were re- 
ported as ready for distribution. 

A letter addressed to the Secretary by the city engineer of 
the city of Somerville, Mr. Charles D. Elliot, called attention 
to a recent order of the Board of Aldermen to reduce the 
grade of Central Hill, in Somerville ; by doing which, the 
remains of fortifications thrown up at the period of the siege 
of Boston would be destroyed. He hoped the Historical 
Society would be led to remonstrate with the city govern- 
ment of Somerville against such demolition. No action was 
taken on the part of the Society. 

The President reported that he had complied with the 
request of the Society, and had responded to the Rev. C. H. 
Brigham, of Ann Arbor ; and he laid before the Society a 
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newspaper account of a meeting of the New England Society 
in that place on the 22d of December. 

He read a letter from Isaac F. Shepherd, United States 
Consul in Swatow, China, presenting to the Society a lot- 
tery ticket in the " Mountain Road Lottery," signed by 
G"' Washington. 

He also read some passages from the " Life and Times of 
William Samuel Johnson, LL.D., by E. Edwards Beardsley, 
D.D., LL.D.," New York, 1876, and presented the volume to 
the Society. 

The Society then proceeded to the subject specially as- 
signed for this meeting ; viz., the recommendations in the 
report of the committee relative to applying to the Legis- 
lature for an alteration in the Society's charter. The first 
recommendation of the report was unanimously adopted, as 
follows : — 

Voted, That it is expedient (for the Society) to ask of the 
Legislature authority to hold property, exclusive of their Li- 
brary, to the value of $300,000. 

The second recommendation was debated at length, and 
referred for further consideration to a special meeting to be 
called one week hence, the 18th instant, the Secretary to 
designate the object for which the meeting is called, in the 
notices issued. 



SPECIAL MEETING, JANUARY 18, 1877. 

A Special Meeting of the Society, called to consider the 
second recommendation of the committee in relation to apply- 
ing to the Legislature, — viz., " That it is expedient to ask 
permission of the Legislature to remove all limitations, except 
such as the Society may fix by its by-laws, as to the number 
of its Resident Members," — was held this day, January 18th, 
at 11 o'clock A.M. ; the President in the chair. 

The proposition was debated at length, when, on motion 
of Mr. Whitmore, the subject was, by a large majority, in- 
definitely postponed. 

The third recommendation was disposed of in the same 
manner. 



